
                                  ’s love of 
New York State history began when she 
taught elementary school in Oneida and 
grew when she served as an education 
consultant for several museums in 
Syracuse. The author of award-winning 
picture books, including The Recess 
Queen and Loud Emily, Alexis holds a 
PhD in teacher education from Syracuse 
University and is an instructor for the 
UCLA Extension Writers’ Program. She 
now lives in Southern California with her 
husband and three bossy cats and can be 
reached at alexisoneill.com.

                                  was always 
interested in sports and history as a young 
boy growing up in Oklahoma. Although 
he was not a gifted kite � yer like Homan 
Walsh, he became an award-winning 
illustrator of more than thirty children’s 
books, including three written by 
David A. Adler: Lou Gehrig: The Luckiest 
Man; The Babe and I; and America’s 
Champion Swimmer: Gertrude Ederle. He 
is the father of three grown children and 
lives with his wife in Texas. Contact him at 
terrywidenerart.com. 
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           henever the wind lifted off the 
river, Homan Walsh itched to � y a 
kite. He’d race to the great Niagara 
and knew, just knew, when to let his 
kite soar. People all around the falls 
knew, too, how much Homan loved 
his kite. So it was no surprise when 
Homan entered a contest to see whose 
kite string could span the falls and 
bridge two nations. Could he claim 
the prize despite the biting cold and 
a father who wanted him to study his 
school books, not the wind?

Author Alexis O’Neill and 
illustrator Terry Widener worked 
closely with experts on both sides 
of the falls and consulted historical 
documents. Based on actual events, 
The Kite That Bridged Two Nations 
tells the story of Homan Walsh, who 
dreamed of � ying his kite across the 
wide Niagara. 

“This is the fascinating story of Homan Walsh, the young 
kite � yer whose skill and determination led to the 
construction of the � rst bridge over the great Niagara River.”

—Sherman Zavitz, of� cial historian, City of Niagara Falls, Ontario, Canada

“The illustrations perfectly show Homan’s struggle through 
the bitter cold to keep his kite aloft and take his place in 
history.”

—Barry Virgilio, New York State Of� ce of Parks, Recreation,
 and Historic Preservation

“A book to delight kite lovers of all ages.”    
—Tom D. Crouch, PhD, aeronautical historian
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